What the Bulletin Is. 


Ir is an outgrowth of a recommendation 
made by the Students who composed the Col- 
lege Conference, which was held in connection 
with the last General Convention of Young 
Men’s Christian Associations at Louisville, 


Ky., in June, 1877. ‘The recommendation 


was, that every College appoint a Committee, 
whose business shall be to correspond with 


other Colleges, from time to time, concerning 
the progress of Christian work among students, 
and the methods of prosecuting it. In ac- 

cordance with that suggestion a great deal of | 
It is 
believed that this Buttetin will be valuable 


correspondence was carried on last year. 


as an additional medium of communication; 


and 


while it will not, we trust, supplant the 
personal correspondence, it will be useful as a 
It will be issued by the 


Chairman and Secretary of the College work, 


supplement to it. 


under the auspices of the Executive Commit- 
tee, and will be sent to every college in the 
While 


it has been called forth especially as a medi- 


United States and British Provinces. 


um of communication between College Young 
Men’s Christian Associations, it is hoped that 
all colleges, which have not yet identified 
themselves with this movement, will be led 
to do so after such an acquaintance wich the 
nature of the work as the BuLtetin will afford | 
them. | 
The Butcetin will contain brief practical | 





uggestions concerning the organization and 


rosecution of such Christian work as is pecu- | 
iar to a college; also items of religious news | 


from colleges, students’ conferences, &c. 
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Christian men in every college in the 
country are invited and urged to contribute 
to it. If you have found any special method 
of work successful; if any practical idea oc- 
curs to you which you would like to com- 
municate for the good of others; if you have 
had any religious interest among the stu- 
dents; if you are contending with discourage- 
ments, and want the prayers and counsel of 
your feliow-students, tell us about it. Let 


the communications be very brief. We want 


|the Buttetin to be read through by every 


student into whose hands it falls, and we 
know that long articles will not be read, 

All the subscription we ask is sympathy 
with the College Association work, and a 
renewed consecration on the part of students 
to work now and ever for the salvation of 
their classmates and friends in college. 


A General Survey of the Field. 


In response to a circular which was issued 
last April, we have before us reports from 
sixty colleges, containing an amount of infor- 
mation which is invaluable, concerning the 
numerical strength of Christianity among our 
students, and the means which are employed 
in our colleges in the organization and main- 
The readers of 
the Butcetin will have the benefit of the in- 


tenance of Christian work. 


formation and practical suggestions thus ob- 
tained, 
tions reporting we are enabled to estimate 


From the large number of institu- 


with considerable accuracy the actual condi- 
tion of religion at this time in all our colleges. 
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The facts contained in the reports may be 
summarized as follows: 
Exclusive of Roman Catholic institutions, the 


number of colleges in the United States and 
Canada is about 


. " . - 350 
Number of Students, = - - - - 60,c00 
Number of professing Christians, - - -» 25,000 
Number of Christian Students connected with 
Christian organizations in colleges, about - 8,000 


Last year was characterized by an unusual 
degree of activity among the College Associa- 
tions. Ontwo different occasions ( the second 
Sunday in November and the last Thursday 
in January) many colleges united in observing 
a day of spec:a) prayer for students in their 
own and other institutions. The importance 
of personal work was emphasized, and a great 
deal-of it was done. We cannot estimate the 
exact results, but we can say that three-fourths 
of the number of colleges reporting to us re- 
ported conversions, and one-half reported re- 


vivals, The number of reported conversions 


If 


the work among the large number of colleges 


in these forty-five colleges exceeds 500. 


which did not report was half as successful, 
there must have been many more converts. 
Great things were attempted for Christ last 
year. Great things were expected from Him, 
and He bath done great things for us. 

There is, however, enough in the above re- 
port to arouse every Christian student to re- 
newed exertion. It is an undoubted fact that 
the majority of college students are unsaved. 
They are lost now. 


now, in the name of Christ, to seek and save 


It is our work to go out 


these Jost ones. 


The Inter-Collegia e Young Men’s Christian 
Association Movement. 


It is desirable that every student in every | 


College in the country should thoroughly un- 
derstand the precise character and object of 
this movement. And two or three short ar- 
ticles will appear in the first numbers of the 
Butietin by way of explanation, The move- 
ment is the outgrowth of the following convic- 
tions which have long been deepening in the 
minds and hearts of students : 
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1. The importance of seeking the salvation Sut re 
of students, both for their own sakes and forf ganiz: 
_ the sake of the influence which they exert inf, 2%¢ W 
the world as educated men. q \with | 
z. The importance of securing their salva-— exten 
tion while they are in college. Th 
3. The value of united work and united J atten 
praver. doubt 
Deeply impressed with these convictions, } Offere 
a number of students, after consultation with | then, 
the Executive Committee of Young Men’s Shall 
Christian Associations, issued circulars to} f 9U 
about two hundred colleges in the month of begin 
March, 1877, calling the attention of students} PTY 
to the above considerations, and suggesting} * bef 
the propriety of holding a conference of stu- regula 
dents at the General Convention, which was “5 ©SF 
to meet at Louisville, Ky., in the following the 
June. occur 
It was urged that much good might be ac-f that « 
complished by taking some steps which would} ¢¥en! 
lead Christian students generally to think} objec 
more seriously about these things, and would i. 
cause them to make more earnest exertion for} Ye?’: 
the salvation of their unconverted college me 
friends, Co-operation on the part of a num- for de 
ber of persons engaged in a common work, is salvat 
one of the surest conditions of success. Iff YOU"! 
there is any advantage in Union, why not ap- throu 
| propriate that advantage in carrying on the Ww 
work of our Lord Jesus Christ? This was} SMS 
the theory of the Inter-Collegiate movement. kind] 
The circulars of invitation met with much} ate 
sympathy, and when the Convention assem-} "8 ™ 
bled we were rejoiced to find 25 students, re-f #°te” 
presenting 21 colleges in 11 different States, J OCC™ 
The proceedings of the first Conference of 
| CollegeY oung Men’s Christian Associations we 
shall reserve for the next issue of the Butietin. Ww 
Buu 
Day of Prayer for Young Men. and 
| On Sabbath, the 1oth of November, many§ will 
' thousands of young men in all parts of thf vidu: 
| world, who are connected with Young Men’# distr 
Chrisiian Associations will uni in prayer fom be is 
God’s blessing upon their work. the i 
Last year a large number of colleges, with@ He « 
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out regard to the names of their Christian or- 
ganizations, (for all .uch College Associations 
are with us in spirit, if not in name,) joined 

\with us in this great circle of prayer which 
extends around the globe. 

The abundant blessings which everywhere 
attended the College work last year were un- 
doubtedly answers to the many prayers then 
offered. We have before us now, as we had 
then, a vear full of glorious possibilities. 
Shall they be realized? We can do nothing 

May we not, therefore, at the 
beginning of this College year again join in 
prayer and consecration for the work which 
is before us? Let those colleges which have 
regular prayer meetings on Sabbath remember 
us especially at that time. 


of ourselves. 


And may we ask 
the colleges whose regular meetings do not 
occur on Sabbath to appoint a meeting for 
that day, if possible? If impossible, let one 
evening during that week be devoted to this 
object. Let us 

1. Offer thanksgiving for the results of last 
year’s work, 

z. Pray for the work of the present year, 
for deeper consecration of Christians, for the 
salvation of many of our companions, for 
young men of all classes and conditions 
throughout the world, 

Will the Secretary of the Association, or 
some student if there be no organization, 
kindly notify the College Secretary imme- 
diately after that day as to whether the meet- 
ing was held, about what number of students 
attended it, and anything of interest which 
occurred in connection with the meeting ? 


WE propose to send several copies of the 
Butterin to each College in the United States 
and Dominion of Canada, The Secretary 
will regard it as a personal favor if the indi- 


vidual to whom the copies are addressed will 


distribute them among such students as will 
be interested in reading them and circulating 
the information and suggestions they contain. 
He also requests that whoever receives them 


? COLLEGE BULLETIN. 





3 


will please send to him the name of some stu- 
dent with whom he may correspond in the 
future concerning the progress of the work. 


New York College Conference. 


The College work of the present year was 
inaugurated by the Students’ Conference, 
which met at the New York State Conven- 
tion of Young Men’s Christian Associations. 
Three colleges were represented, as follows ; 
Cornell, E. H. Sibley; Hamilton, Gilbert 
Reid; Union, B. H. Ripton, L. W. Beattie, 
A. V. S. Wallace. 
actively in the general exercises of the Con- 
vention, the students held one or two private 
sessions with the College Secretary, reporting 
the condition of their several Associations, 
and discussing plans for advancing their work. 
A college meeting was also held in the Con- 
vention, and the delegates received with the 
heartiest enthusiasm the account of the col- 
lege work, 


In addition to engaging 


The students returned to their 
respective colleges with new ideas concerning 
the prosecution of their work, carrying with 
them the earnestness and ‘enthusiasm which 
these conventions always impart. 


The Pensylvania College Conference. 


We have just returned from the Pennsyl- 
vania Convention. In some respects the Col- 
lege Conference held in connection with it 
was the best we ever attended. Six institu- 
tions were represented by eight students. 
This was the largest number of colleges ever 
represented at a State Convention. 

The following is the list of Colleges and 
delegates: State College, J. W. Heston and 
W.K. Foster; Lafayette, A. A. Dewing; 
Washington and Jefferson, Newton Donald- 


son; Allegheny, J A. Ballantyne; Pennsyl- 





vania College, D. McConaughey, Jr., J. R. 
McCombs; Wyoming Seminary, J. H. Sneath, 

We also had the pleasure of having with 
us Mr. R. M. Mateer, of Princeton, who took 
a very active part in the inauguration of the 
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Inter-Collegiate movement. One evening 
of the Convention was devoted to the presen- 
tation of the College work. A number of 
the students participated in the discussion, 
and the meeting was pronounced one of the 
most interesting of the Convention. 

The Pennsylvania Convention was more 
The 
State contains 200 Young Men’s Christian 
Associations—a larger number than exists in 


any other State of the Union. 


successful than any of its predecessors. 








- ° } 
The next State Conference of Students | 


will be held in connection with the Mary- 
land Convention, which meets at Cumber- 
land, Nov. 14-17. We are expecting dele- 


gates from several colleges of that State. 


_in the inauguration of the Inter-Collegiate 


The College work will be discussed on Sat- | 


urdav, Nov, 16. 
conferences from time to time during the ses- 
sions of the Convention, where the students 


will converse freely and informally about the | 


work. 
ber to report one of the largest and most suc- 


We hope to be able in a future num- 


cessful Conferences ever held. 


The College Work as it is related to Chris- 
tian Work for all Young Men. 

The aim of our college work is the highest 

welfare of American students. 


greater muititude of young men in all depart- 
ments of human industry, professional, mer- 
cantile and mechanical. Into this larger mul- 
titude every young man now in college is:‘soon 
to be absorbed. 
this multitude, through the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, are speaking to the 
Christian students of our colleges, assuring us 
of their fraternal sympathy, and asking in fe- 


They 


have intrusted their General Executive Com- 


turn our prayers and co operation. 


telligent interest of every thoughtful man. 


Among the 800,000 men employed along 


the 80,000 miles of American railroads; among 





The aim of 


Association effort is the welfare of the far | 


The Christian young men of | 


There will also be special 


|swer to this question. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 





| 
; _ | SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO 
mittee with a work which commands the in- | 


| actively seeking to stimulate well organized 


| tian sympathy and fraternity already contains 


| mittee is in the Association building at New 


the half-million German-speaking young men; 
among the 60,coo commercia! travelers, the 
visitors of this committee are at work secking 
to organize believers in Christ for efficien: ’ 
efforts to lead their comrades to Him. At 
the West, in the South, and throughout Can- 
ada, the representatives of the committee are 
work on behalf of young men. As college stu- 
dents, whose first aim is to promote the king- 
dom of Christ, we will rejoice in the privilege 
of beginning now our fellowship with those 
with whom we are soon to be yet more 





closely associated in their efforts on behalf of 
young men, 

The Burtetin goes forth laden with the | 
sympathies of every student who participated 
Christian movement. They are watching its 
course with prayerful interest. Its sole mis- 
sion is to stimulate Christian ac.ivity in our 
colleges by uniting young men engaged in a 
common work, 

Will this mission prove a success? Every 
student in America is responsible for the an- 
The circle of Chris- 


It should be 


widened until it embraces every student in 


a multitude of warm hearts, 


every college from Hudson’s Bay to the Gulf. 


’ The central ofice of the Executive Com- 


York, corner of Fourth Avenue and 23d 
Street. Richard C. Morse, General Secretary. 

Mr. William Libbey, Jr., of Princeton 
College, is the member of the Committee 
specially entrusted with the charge of the Col- 
lege department. 


ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BULLETIN 


L. D. WisHARD, 
College Secretary of the Committee, 


Princeton, N, J. 
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